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Abstract
Balanceofpowerisanaturalphenomenaandeveryregionshouldowetofollowit.Basescanbediffering
onstrategicgroundsbutpurposeisPanchsheel.SouthAsianregionisoneofanimportantregionamong
severalothersintheworld.ConsistofmanynationsasIndiastandsaloneamajororbiggerpowerwithin
allthese.AllthemajorpowersintheworldtodayareAsianpowersasamajorityofthem areonthe
continentexcepttheUnitedStates,andallofthem havevitalinterestsandadirectimpactonthepolitics
ofthisregionIndiasurroundsbyvariousneighbourstheyhadassistanceonvariousgrounds.China
createmanyeconomiccorridorswhereasIndiaisnotlackingbehindonthesegrounds.Wecanboth
honestlysaywearenotbuildingrelationsinhostilityagainstChina;butitisrightandproperforusto
examinewhattodoifChinaactsinhostilityagainstus.WelcomeariseofIndiaviewastrongIndiaasan
assettotheirowninterests.Thispaperdealtwithcasesofsub-continentcountriesinparticular,South&
EastAsiaingeneralintheshadowofSinoIndianRelationsbeforetheworld.

Introduction:
Therewasageneraloptimism attheendoftheColdWarthattheworldwas

movingtowardsdemocracyandamorestableandpeacefulworldorder.Contraryto
such expectations,itled to the unleashing ofvirulentnationalistic and religious
passions.Paradoxically,itisthereplacementofauthoritarianregimesbydemocracies
thatallowedfreeexpressionofdemandsthatleadtosuchexplosiveethnicturbulence.
Infact,regionalmilitariesareincreasinglyfacedwithchallengesfrom non-stateactors,
terroristsandradicalextremists.Identitypoliticsalongwithresource-basedpoliticsare
increasinglybecomingapredominantfeaturein/ofAsiancountries.Forinstance,India,
ChinaandJapanhavebecomesomeofthelargestregionalandevenglobalenergy
consumers,whichinturn,havereflectedincreasingfocusonaspectslikesafetyofthe
sealanesofcommunication(SLOC)andsoon.Additionally,thevariedresponsesto
theseissuesbythesepowershaveresultedinaheightenedsenseofinsecurity.The
factthattherearefourmajorpowersrisingsimultaneouslyinAsiahasproducedmajor
insecurities,duetocertainissuesinherentinAsia.Theregionisavictim ofseveral
majorboundaryandterritorialdisputes,baggageofhistoryandtrustdeficitamong
thesepowers.Giventhisbackground,therehasbeenanincreasingfocus,atleastin
Asia,onincreasingsecurity,intermsofstrengtheningofconventional,non-conventional
andstrategicforces.

A second contextualising factormay relate.Perceptions are often more
consequentialthanactualities,butthatworksbothways.Chinasurelyknowsthathowit
appearstoothersinevitablyshapestheirpolicies.Weshouldnotfightshyofreadying
ourselvesforunpleasanteventualities,norimaginethatthesewon’thappenifwedonot
giveChinacauseformisunderstanding.Inthiscomplexworld,wemustdealwithmany,
variedconcerns,butinregardtoournationalsecuritythereissurelyaclearand
imperativeorganisingprinciple:dowhateveryoumusttoensureterritorialintegritywhat
Panchsheeltheorydescribedthroughitsprinciples.Thatimposescompulsionsarising
from onestarkfact:twostatesalreadyoccupysubstantialpartsofourterritoryand
claim more.Ourdifferencescertainlyneednoteruptinmajorviolence;weshouldkeep
tryingforarelationship,withbothourneighbours,inwhicharealisationofthebenefits
ofpeacefulcooperationoutweighsanycalculationsofgainsfrom conflict.Butthe
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surestwaytoprecludeconflictistomanifestcapabilitieswhichmakeittoocostly.If
miscalculationormischanceshouldneverthelesscauseeruption,nobodywillhelpus:
wewouldhavetocopealone.Wearenowherenearequippedforthat,onthegroundor,
evenmoreimportantly,inourthinking.Japan’sinterestinusshouldatleastbea
stimulusforthethinkingpart,aswellasleadingpotentiallytoimprovingourground
position. Why our political leaders refuse to see such obvious reality is
incomprehensible and self-damaging.Thatnobody is preparation fortomorrow.
Enhancingourcapacitytoensureourterritorialintegritybrooksnoslacking.Ithas
alreadysufferedpoliticalpartieswouldagreeonhandfulofissuesofvitalnational
importance.Theyhaveletourdefenceprocurementbecomeaninadequatepatchwork,
ignoredboththeessentialityofdevelopingastrategicthinkingdefenceapparatusand
thedisturbinglyunhappycivilmilitaryrelationsand,notleast,notallowedIndiato
functionasaseriousplayerintheincreasinglycomplexanddemandinginternational
arena.Onesimplequestioncanbeasurprisinglyusefulpointerinworkingoutour
internationalrelationships:whichcountrieswelcomeariseofIndia,andwhichdislikeit?
Mostcountrieswouldn’tcare;twodefinitelydonotwishuswell;afew view astrong
Indiaasanassettotheirowninterests.Often,wedon’trecognisesomeofthese;much
lesstakeadvantageoftheopportunitiestheyoffer.Japanisclearlywishinguswell,as
wewishitforthem.ThereisnopointinpretendingthatChinadoesnotdriveusboth
morethanourbilateralhopesmightdootherwise,butthereisnoharm inthatreality.

WecanbothhonestlysaywearenotbuildingrelationsinhostilityagainstChina;
butitisrightandproperforustoexaminewhattodoifChinaactsinhostilityagainstus.
LongdependentsolelyonitsalliancewithAmericaforitsnationalsecurity,Japanis
nowlookingforthebestwaystorelymoreonitself,andplayagreaterroleinthesearch
forAsianstability.Inourtotallychangedworld,weourselveshaveevolvedtocooperate
strategicallywiththeU.S.DoingsowithJapanisnolessimportant.Justhowreliablea
partnerJapanmightconsiderusdependsonourfuturefunctioning.Thatfunctioningis
stifledbypoliticalbickering/argueandthedysfunctionofourinstrumentsofstate.Not
one vote willbe changed in elections bythe issues affected,butwith elections
approachingnoimprovementisconceivableforwhoknowshowlong.Fortunately,most
politicalpartiescanbeexpectedtowelcomecooperationwithJapan.Intranslatinginto

policieshisstrikingdevotiontohiscountry’sgreatness.1

SouthAsianregionisoneofanimportantregionamongseveralothersinthe
world.ConsistofmanynationsasIndiastandsaloneamajororbiggerpowerwithinall
these.AllthemajorpowersintheworldtodayareAsianpowersasamajorityofthem
areonthecontinentexcepttheUnitedStates,andallofthem havevitalinterestsanda

directimpactonthepoliticsofthisregion.2Asmentionedbythescholarsthatthe21st

centuryisbelongtotheAsianregion.Andapartfrom treatingeachotheronthegrounds
offoraytheseAsianparticularlySouth&EastAsianRegioncountriesshouldgoahead
anddependencyonthemilitaryandgeo-politicalstrategiesthatthesecountriespursue
withthecooperation.IndiashouldbealertabouttheChinesetacticmoves.Chinese
dragonwassleepingforalongtimenowitisawakenanditisshackingwholeworld.
Since1949 and 1975 China underMao TseTung had tremendousprogressand
changedtheidentityasmarchingsourcestowardssuperpowerandform DenXiaoping
Chinahasfurthermarchitsprogressinvarioussortsofinternationallifewithsuper
seeding Indiaand Indiashould bewellawareabouttheChineseeffortsboth on
internationalandAsianpowercontext.EspeciallyitsdiplomaticmovesinSouthAsia
tooimportantChinawaskeepIndiaengagedinPakistanandborderingissuessothis
shouldnotoperateoninternationallevel.AnditistryingtolimitIndiaandtryingto
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appearitselfasadominatepowerinAsiaanddealingwiththeTrade&Commerceand
theforeignrelationsinthiscontext.

Indiahaddifferentconsiderations,asitwasstillfarfrom becomingaglobal
powerofanyreckoning/computation.Indiasaw inthetrilateralamechanism tobring
greaterbalanceintheglobalorderasitbelievedthataunipolarU.S.dominatedworld
wasnotin thebestinterestsofstateslikeitself,even asstrategicconvergence
deepenedbetweenWashingtonandDelhi.Moreover,allthreecountriesrealisedthe
enormouspotentialintheeconomic,political,militaryandculturalrealmsifbilateral
relationships among them were adequatelystrengthened.As a consequence,the
trilateraldid notlead to consequencesofanygreatimport.Itmerelyresulted in
declarationswhichwereoftencriticaloftheWestandoftheU.S.inparticular.Yetthis
wasalsoaperiodwhichsaw significantshiftsinIndo-U.S.tiesasbilateralrelations
expandedwhileRussianandChineselinkswiththeU.S.havewitnessedadownward
shift.Thejointdeclarationoftherecenttrilateralmeetingsaid:“Thosecommitting,
organising,incitingorsupportingterroristacts”mustbeheldaccountableandbrought

tojusticeunderinternationallaw,includingtheprincipleof“extraditeorprosecute.”3

CasesofPakistan,Bangladesh&SriLankainShadowofSino-IndianRelations:
It’sanestablishedfactthatPakistanandBangladeshprovedtheirinterestties

withChinaduetomajorreasonsofobtainingassistanceandthenatureofdevelopment
onthebasisofinfrastructuresupporttothem.Financialassistancetothesecountries

includingSriLankafrom 2005to2014&2015.4 Theseaidspossiblethroughasan

alternativetoInternationalFinancialOrganisation(IOR).5 The Pakistan case study
showsanothersuccessfulstoryofChina’sStringofPearlsstrategyintheIOR.China’s
sixeconomiccorridorsappearasoneofitsstrategiestocountertheU.S.strategy
againstChinaanisolationstrategy.Further,thiscasestudyshowshow Chinahas
engagedwithanallyoftheUnitedStatesandarivalofIndia-PakistaninitsStringof
Pearlsstrategy.Atthesametime,ChinahasinvestedconsiderablefinancesintheIOR
fortheconstructionofseaportsandrelatedfacilitiesinPakistan,Bangladesh,andSri
Lanka.Usingacommonapproach,Chinaoffersthesecountriesalargenumberof
agreementsandMOUsthatshow thebenefitsforthelender,theinvestor,andthe

borrower:51 MOUs with Pakistan and eightwith SriLanka.6 Considering the
geographicalareaandthedemographicfactorssuchastribalareasinPakistanwhere
extremistsandterroristgroupsareoperatingtheChinaPakistanEconomicCorridor
(CPEC)islikelytoentailadditionalchallengeswhiledevelopingtheinfrastructureinthe
corridoraswellasinconductingtheseeconomicactivities.

ThegeopoliticalchallengesthattheChina-PakistanpartnershipposestoU.S.and
India’sinterestsinIOR affairs.Bycomparison,Pakistanenjoysgreaterfreedom in
conductingmaritimeactivitiesintheGwadarportwithChina,whichmightevenextend
from economictomilitaryones,oracovertcombination.Insuchanenvironment,itis
likelythattheUnitedStateswillplayamoreactiveroleinIORaffairs,eitherthrough
directengagementorindirectengagementthroughathirdpartysuchasIndia.Further,
howSriLankamanagesandpreventsthereemergenceofChina’snavalelementsinSri
Lanka’sterritorialwaters,too,couldbecomeacriticalfactorwhencomparedtothe
envisagedChina-PakistanmaritimeactivitiesforbalancingpowerintheIOR.Pakistan
establisheddiplomaticrelationswithChinainthemid20thcentury,andbothcountries
haveengagedinpoliticalandeconomicactivitiessincethen.156Pakistanhashad
diplomaticrelationswithChinasince1951,anditbecamethefirstMuslim countryto

recognizethecommunistgovernmentofChinathePRC.7 Thebilateralrelationship
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betweenthetwocountriessharesananimositytowardsIndia,andthisrelationshiphas

evolvedintoaclosestrategiccooperationsincethe1960s.8 Followingarethekey
milestoneshighlightingeconomictiesbetweenthetwocountriessincethe1960s:1)
the signing of a trade agreement in 1961 guaranteeing Pakistan the
most–favored–nationtreatmentonabilateralbasis;2)thePakistanimarketinChina
forjute,textiles,andcottoninthemid-1960s,3)theconstructionoftheKarakorum
highwaylinkingIslamabadandthewesternChinesecityofKashgarin1972;and4)the

signingofabilateralinvestmenttreatyin1989.9Further,bilateraltradebetweenChina
andPakistaninthelate20thcenturyandearly21stcenturyshowsthehealthyrelations
maintained bythetwo countriesin recenthistory—US$ 768 In turn,Pakistan has
becomeapartneroftheOneBelt,OneRoad(OBOR)strategyofChina.OBORisa
developmentstrategyproposedbyChinesePresidentXiJinpingin2013toupgrade
infrastructurein65countriesacrossEurasia,anditincludesdevelopingeconomic

integrationinitsregionalandpoliticalcooperation.10

CasesofneibhouringnationslikeNepal,Pakistan,Afghanistan,Bangladesh&
BhutanisalreadydealtinthisarticletheotherclosestneighbouringisSriLankacanbe
seenundertheshadowofSino-Indianrelations.IndiaandChinaarethetwogiantswho
helpthesmallcountriesintheregiontosustaintheirdevelopment.Recently,China
seemedtobemorefavorableratherthanIndiainthecontextofeconomicaswellasin
politicsforSriLanka.OnthecontraryIndiaisthenearestneighborofSriLankawhohas
continuedhistoricalrelationinsocial,economicandculturalcontext.Asasmallcountry
inSouthAsia,SriLankaneedstomaintainaneutralpositionwithinthecompetition
betweenthetwogiants.BeingfavorabletowardsChinawillbeadisadvantagetoSri
Lankaintheregion.EventhoughChinaisafriendofSriLanka,Indiaisthemost
immediateneighborit.Maintaininganeutralpositionamongthegiantswillbethemost
suitablestrategyforSriLankatowalktowardsthedevelopment.Incomingyears,the
IndianOceanislikelytoexperienceaperiodofconsiderablestrategicuncertaintythat
willinvolvenew playersandnew challenges.AlthoughtheUnitedStatesislikelyto
continuetobethestrongestmilitarypowerintheIndianOceanforalongtimetocome,
thereisariskofasignificantdeclineinitsregionalpresenceandinitscredibilityasa
reliablesecurityprovider.Atthesametime,the
emergenceofIndia and Chinaasmajornavalpowerswilllead to a much more
multipolarregion.Ofparticularconcernisthegrowingstrategiccompetitionbetween
IndiaandChina,whichhasthepotentialtoprofoundlyimpactthestabilityandsecurity

oftheregion.11

StrategyofDistance:
OnthecontrarysomeothercountriesofSouthAsianregiontendstowardsthe

EastAsianChinaandonotherhandinparticularcasesSriLanka,Bangladesh,Nepal,
Bhutan&MaldiveshadIndianedgetogrownunderthemegapower.NDA–IIrealisesthe
strategyofdistancewiththeunipolarworldthroughthedialogueandpracticesunder
theumbrellaofIndianoriginNAM anon-alignpolicyisbeingprocesstoupheavesthe
Doklam conflictaswhatthegovernmentsoftherespectivecountriesdescribed.Nepal’s
DeputyPrimeMinisterKrishnaBahadurMaharasaid,that“Nepalwillnotgetdragged
intothisorthatsideintheborderdispute”,itwasundermeetingwithExternalaffairs
MinisterSushmaSwarajwhohadbeeninKhatmanduforthefortheBayofBengal
InitiativeforMulti-SectoralTechnicalandEconomicCooperation(BIMSTEC)regional
summit.OnthepointaSriLankanMinisterinColombocontendedthatIndiaandChina

are“bothimportant”toSriLanka.12 Bhutan’sForeignMinistryhasstucktoitsline,
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blamingChinaforviolatingagreementsatDoklam,afavourablestandtowardsthe
megapowerIndia.WhichIndiacanturnmoresupportivetoBhutanstrategically.

IrrespectivetoAfghanistanandPakistanhadtendingtowardsChina.Inwhich
lateroneplaymajorroleto makeIndia asa bystanderin alltheregionalgame
AfghanistanstandsindilemmaashistoricallyconnectedwithIndiaEventhoughtinit
particularcasetheWesternAlliancewerefocusingtolureitandIndiadon’twanttobe
thenon-playerinthisregionalsum game.Indiaisarisingpower,butChinashadowing
morestrategisesascentbeforetheworld.Beijing’sinfluencewillalmostcertainly

continuetogrow andhasalreadyupsetAsia’sgeopoliticalbalance.13 Indiashould
decidingunderNDA-IIthathowtosecureitsinterestsinthisunbalancedenvironment
bychoosingamongsixpotentialstrategicoptions:stayingunaligned,hedging,building
indigenousmilitarypower,formingregionalpartnerships,aligningwithChina,oraligning
withtheUnitedStates.AnalignmentwithWashingtonlikelyrepresentsIndia’sbest
chancetocounterChina,whileeffortstofosterregionalpartnershipsandcultivate
domestic military capabilities,although insufficientby themselves,could play a
complementaryrole.

Sino-IndianMaritimeCooperation:
Asinmoredevelopmentalform therecentoneIndiareaffirmedthatitsIndo-

Pacificstrategywasnotaimed atChina’scontentment.An Indian Embassypres
statementsaidthat“TheIndiansidealsoelaborateonIndia’svisionfortheIndo-Pacific
regionasarticulatedinPrimeMinisterModi’skeynoteaddressatthisyear’sShangrila
DialogueinSingapore”,duringthesecondIndia-ChinaMaritimeAffairsDialogueheldin
Beijing,Inhisaddress,P.M.ModihadpointedtothetencountriesofSoutheastAsiaas
thejunctionofIndiaandPacificoceansinbothmannerofgeographicalandcivilisation.
“IndiadoesnotseetheIndo-Pacificregionasastrategyoracluboflimitedmembers.
Norasagroupingthatseekstodominate.AndbynomeansdoesIndianconsideritas

directedagainstanycountry”.A“perspectiveonmaritimesecurityandcooperation”,14A
commongroundwasintendedintheIndianOceanandPacific.Asitwasmentioned
earlierinthisarticlethestrengtheningtheeconomyofbothcountrieswithpractical
cooperation.Afurtherstepintothecooperationwastoprovidestrengthenonpolitical
groundandonstrategicmutualtrust.Themaritimecooperationwas“animportantarea
ofIndia-Chinabilateralrelations”addedinthestatement.Indiahadbeenconcerned
aboutChina’sswoop/incursionintheIndianOceanincludingSriLankaandtheMaldives.

CertitudeofAffairs/FacetsMateria/AttributeofOccurrences/FactsofPith:
India'srecentembraceofopennessandglobalizationhashadanespecially

dramaticeffectonthecountry'sroleintheregion.Asthenationsofthesubcontinent
jettison theirold socialistagendas,Indiaiswellpositioned to promoteeconomic
integration.Althoughthepacehasbeenrelativelyslow,theprocesshasbeguntogain
traction.TheplannedimplementationoftheSouthAsianFreeTradeAgreementthis
summersignals the coming reintegration ofthe subcontinent's markets,which
constitutedasingleeconomicspaceuntil1947.Atthesametime,optimism onthe
economic frontmustbe tempered byan awareness ofthe problematic political
developmentsinIndia'ssmallerneighbors.Thestrugglefordemocracyandsocial
justiceinNepal,interminablepoliticalviolenceandtheriseofIslamicextremism in
Bangladesh,andthesimmeringcivilwarinSriLankaunderscorethepotentialdangers
offailingstatesonthesubcontinent.TherearealsotheuncertainfuturesofPakistan
andAfghanistan:defeatingreligiousextremism andcreatingmodernandmoderate
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statesinbothcountriesisofparamountimportancetoIndia.A successfulIndian
strategyforpromotingpeaceandprosperitywithintheregionwouldrequirepreventing
internalconflictsfrom underminingregionalsecurity,aswellasresolvingIndia'sown

conflictswithitsneighbors.15

Inthepast,great-powerrivalries,aswellasIndia'sowntensionswithPakistan
andChina,havecomplicatedNewDelhi'sefforttomaintainorderintheregion.Today,
allofthegreatpowers,includingtheUnitedStatesandChina,supporttheIndian
objectiveofpromotingregionaleconomicintegration.Giventhenew convergenceof
U.S.and Indian interests in promoting democracyand countering extremism and
terrorism,NewDelhinolongersuspectsWashingtonoftryingtoundercutitsinfluence
intheregion.Asaresult,itismorepreparedthanevertoworkwiththeUnitedStates
andotherWesternpowerstopursueregionalgoals.Regionalbalancingisastrategy
IndiacouldpursuetoalignwithotherAsiancountriesinordertobalanceagainstChina.
SuchpartnerscouldincludeAustralia,Japan,thePhilippines,Singapore,andVietnam
although,inthefuture,IndonesiaandMalaysiacouldpotentiallybeincorporated.These
countriesarealsoconcernedaboutChina’sriseandaggressiveness,andtheymaybe
opentoIndiaplayingaroleinestablishingamorefavorablebalanceofpowerinthe

region.16 Overthelasttwodecades,India’sLookEastandActEastpolicieshaveaimed

atclosereconomicandstrategiclinkswithothercountriesintheregion.17 Butfollow-up
hasbeenunsatisfactory,asIndiaisstilltradinglesswithmembersoftheAssociationof
SoutheastAsianNationsthanevenAustraliaorHongKong.India’sinabilitytoimprove

transportationinfrastructuretoitseastisaseriousproblem.18

Conclusion:
Geo-politicsinAsiaarefastchangingandbecomingmorecomplextoday,with

animportantfeaturebeingtheinterplaybetweentheUS-ledalliancestructureand
China’sreinvigoratedmultilateralengagementinEastAsia.AsfarasSouthAsiais
concernChinatrytoplaysinglehegemonicwithitsassistancepolicy.Astrategyof
nonalignment,hedging,oralignmentwithChinalikelywouldnotserveIndia’sinterests
becauseChina’spower,geographicalproximity,andpoliciesalreadyrepresentaclear
dangertoIndia’ssecurityandglobalinterests.A closeralignmentwiththeUnited
States,furtheralongthesamepolicypaththatIndiaisalreadypursuing,representsthe
bestwaytomeetthechallengeofChina’srise,becausetheUnitedStatesistheonly
powerthatis strongerthan China.FurtherNew Delhiand Washington share a
commoninterestinbalancingBeijing.AmongIndia’sotherstrategicoptions,effortsto
buildindigenousmilitarypowerandforgeregionalpartnershipsarenecessaryand
complementarymeansofcounteringChina.Indiaiswellversedwiththeresourcesof
aidtoanyothercountryinSouthernAsianregion.Morestrategic,moreplural&more
realisticapproachcouldbecomeakeymantratostrengthenitspowerinthesaid
region.
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