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Abstract: 

This study delves into the intricate relationship between cultural context and the 

creation of postmodern poetry, specifically among students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi 

Nazrul Islam University. Postmodern poetry, characterized by its departure from 

traditional forms and its engagement with diverse cultural influences, serves as a 

lens through which students navigate and interpret the complexities of their 

surroundings. Through a qualitative analysis of poetry produced by students, 

supplemented by interviews and observations, this research explores how cultural 

context shapes their poetic expressions. It investigates the ways in which historical, 

social, and cultural elements intertwine to inform poetic themes, styles, and 

language choices. Additionally, the study examines how these young poets 

negotiate their identities within a rapidly changing cultural landscape, grappling 

with issues of tradition, globalization, and personal experience. By shedding light 

on the dynamic interplay between cultural context and poetic creation, this 

research contributes to a deeper understanding of postmodern poetry and its 

significance in contemporary society. 

 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 
A. Explanation of Postmodern Poetry 

Postmodern poetry emerges as a distinct literary movement characterized by its 

rejection of traditional forms and its embrace of experimentation, fragmentation, 

and intertextuality. Departing from the structured conventions of previous literary 

epochs, postmodern poets challenge norms of language, narrative, and meaning, 



often blurring the boundaries between genres and incorporating diverse cultural 

references. This avant-garde approach to poetry reflects broader shifts in 

philosophy, art, and society, emphasizing subjectivity, ambiguity, and the 

deconstruction of grand narratives. 

 

 

B. Importance of Cultural Context in Literature 

 

 

Cultural context serves as a foundational element in literature, shaping the themes, 

styles, and interpretations of literary works. Literature, in its myriad forms, serves 

as a reflection of society, offering insights into the values, beliefs, and experiences 

of different cultures. Cultural context influences not only the content of literary 

creations but also the perspectives of both creators and audiences, imbuing texts 

with layers of meaning and significance. In the realm of poetry, cultural context 

provides a rich tapestry of inspiration, enabling poets to draw from diverse 

traditions, languages, and histories to craft their verse. 

 

 

C. Brief Overview of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) 

 

 

Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) stands as a prominent 

institution of higher education in Bangladesh, renowned for its focus on literature, 

arts, and culture. Named after the celebrated poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, the university 

fosters a vibrant intellectual environment where students engage with a diverse 

array of literary traditions and contemporary discourses. With a commitment to 

nurturing creativity and critical thinking, JKKNIU provides a fertile ground for 

exploring the intersection of cultural context and literary expression. 

 

 

D. Thesis Statement: Exploring the Impact of Cultural Context on 

Postmodern Poetry by Students at JKKNIU 



This study seeks to delve into the intricate relationship between cultural context 

and the creation of postmodern poetry among students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul 

Islam University (JKKNIU). By examining the ways in which cultural influences 

inform the poetic expressions of these young writers, this research aims to shed 

light on the dynamic interplay between cultural context and literary production. 

Through qualitative analysis, supplemented by interviews and observations, this 

study endeavors to uncover the nuanced ways in which historical, social, and 

cultural factors shape the themes, styles, and language choices of postmodern 

poetry at JKKNIU. Ultimately, this exploration aims to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the significance of cultural context in shaping poetic creation and 

interpretation in contemporary literature. 

 

 

Certainly, here's a structured outline for understanding postmodern poetry: 

 

 

 

II. Understanding Postmodern Poetry 

 

 

A. Characteristics of Postmodern Poetry 

 

 

Postmodern poetry is marked by several distinctive characteristics that differentiate 

it from previous literary movements: 

 

 

1. Fragmentation: Postmodern poets often utilize fragmented structures, breaking 

away from traditional narrative forms and linear storytelling. This fragmentation 

reflects the fractured nature of contemporary experience and challenges 

conventional notions of coherence and unity. 

 

 

2. Intertextuality: Postmodern poetry frequently incorporates intertextual 

references, drawing on a wide range of literary, cultural, and historical sources. 



These references serve to create layers of meaning and invite readers to engage in a 

dialogue with diverse texts and contexts. 

 

 

3. Metafiction: Postmodern poets may employ metafictional techniques, blurring 

the boundaries between fiction and reality. By foregrounding the artifice of 

language and narrative, they interrogate the nature of storytelling and the 

construction of meaning. 

 

 

4. Playfulness and Irony: Postmodern poetry often exhibits a sense of playfulness 

and irony, challenging conventional assumptions and subverting expectations. 

Through humor, wit, and irony, poets disrupt established norms and invite readers 

to question underlying assumptions. 

 

 

B. Evolution from Modernism 

 

 

Postmodern poetry emerges as a response to the perceived limitations of 

modernism, which emphasized unity, coherence, and grand narratives. While 

modernist poets sought to explore the complexities of human experience through 

experimentation with form and language, postmodern poets push these boundaries 

further by embracing fragmentation, plurality, and multiplicity. Postmodernism 

rejects the idea of a single, objective truth and instead celebrates diversity, 

ambiguity, and subjectivity. 

 

 

C. Key Themes and Techniques 

 

 

Postmodern poetry explores a wide range of themes and employs various 

techniques to convey its message. Some key themes include: 



1. Identity and Subjectivity: Postmodern poets often explore questions of 

identity, selfhood, and subjectivity in the context of a fragmented and rapidly 

changing world. They may challenge fixed notions of identity and highlight the 

fluidity of human experience. 

 

 

2. Power and Authority: Postmodern poetry frequently interrogates power 

structures and questions authority, challenging dominant narratives and exposing 

systems of oppression. Poets may employ irony, satire, and subversion to critique 

social, political, and cultural hierarchies. 

 

 

3. Language and Representation: Postmodern poets engage in a self-reflexive 

examination of language and its relationship to reality. They may experiment with 

language, syntax, and form, drawing attention to the limitations of linguistic 

representation and the constructed nature of meaning. 

 

 

4. Globalization and Hybridity: Postmodern poetry reflects the globalized nature 

of contemporary society, incorporating diverse cultural influences and celebrating 

hybridity and diversity. Poets may draw on multiple cultural traditions and 

languages, creating poems that transcend traditional boundaries of nation and 

identity. 

 

 

Here's an outline for the section on cultural context in literature: 

 

 

 

III. Cultural Context in Literature 

 

 

A. Definition and Importance 



1. Definition: Cultural context refers to the social, historical, and cultural 

background that shapes and informs literary works. It encompasses factors such as 

language, customs, beliefs, values, and historical events that influence the creation 

and interpretation of literature. 

 

 

2. Importance: Cultural context is essential for understanding and interpreting 

literary texts. It provides readers with insights into the cultural milieu in which a 

work was produced, enabling them to grasp the significance of themes, characters, 

and symbols within their cultural and historical context. Moreover, cultural context 

enriches the reading experience by fostering a deeper appreciation of the 

complexities and nuances inherent in literature. 

 

 

B. Influence on Literary Expression 

 

 

1. Language and Style: Cultural context profoundly influences the language and 

style of literary expression. Writers may draw upon the linguistic conventions, 

idioms, and rhetorical devices of their cultural heritage to convey their message 

effectively. Additionally, cultural norms and values shape the aesthetic preferences 

and literary conventions of a society, influencing the choice of genres, themes, and 

narrative techniques employed by writers. 

 

 

2. Themes and Motifs: Cultural context often determines the themes and motifs 

explored in literary works. Writers may address issues such as identity, race, class, 

gender, religion, and politics that are pertinent to their cultural context. Moreover, 

cultural myths, symbols, and folklore frequently serve as sources of inspiration, 

enriching the texture of literary narratives and imbuing them with cultural 

resonance. 

 

 

3. Worldview and Perspective: Cultural context shapes the worldview and 

perspective of literary creators, influencing their portrayal of characters, settings, 



and conflicts. Writers may adopt distinct cultural lenses through which they 

interpret and represent human experiences, reflecting the diversity of cultural 

perspectives and values. Furthermore, cultural context influences the reception and 

interpretation of literary works, as readers bring their own cultural backgrounds 

and experiences to the act of reading. 

 

 

C. Examples of Cultural Context in Poetry 

 

 

1. Poetic Forms and Traditions: Cultural context influences the choice of poetic 

forms and traditions employed by poets. Different cultures have distinct poetic 

traditions characterized by specific metrical patterns, rhyme schemes, and literary 

conventions. For example, the sonnet, haiku, ghazal, and tanka are poetic forms 

that have evolved within specific cultural contexts and embody unique aesthetic 

principles. 

 

 

2. Cultural References and Allusions: Poets often incorporate cultural references, 

allusions, and symbols drawn from their cultural heritage into their works. These 

references may include myths, legends, historical events, religious beliefs, and 

cultural practices that resonate with readers familiar with the cultural context. By 

evoking shared cultural symbols and experiences, poets establish connections with 

their audience and enrich the layers of meaning in their poetry. 

 

 

3. Social and Political Commentary: Cultural context informs the social and 

political commentary embedded in poetry. Poets may critique or celebrate aspects 

of their society, addressing issues such as oppression, injustice, freedom, and 

resistance. By engaging with the social and political realities of their cultural 

context, poets contribute to ongoing conversations about identity, power, and social 

change. 

Here's an outline for the section on Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University 

(JKKNIU): 



 

IV. Overview of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) 

 

 

A. History and Mission 

 

 

1. History: Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) was established in 

[year] in [location], Bangladesh. Named after the renowned poet Kazi Nazrul 

Islam, the university was founded with the aim of promoting excellence in 

education, research, and cultural enrichment. 

 

 

2. Mission: The mission of JKKNIU is to provide a dynamic learning environment 

that fosters creativity, critical thinking, and academic excellence. Drawing 

inspiration from the legacy of Kazi Nazrul Islam, the university is committed to 

upholding the values of freedom, social justice, and human dignity. JKKNIU seeks 

to empower students to become responsible citizens and leaders who contribute 

positively to society. 

 

 

B. Literary Environment and Programs 

 

 

1. Literary Programs: JKKNIU offers a diverse range of academic programs and 

initiatives in literature, arts, and culture. These programs include undergraduate 

and postgraduate degrees in Bengali literature, English literature, linguistics, 

creative writing, and cultural studies. Additionally, the university provides 

opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration and research in fields such as 

comparative literature, translation studies, and folklore. 

 

 

2. Faculty and Resources: JKKNIU boasts a dedicated faculty of renowned 



scholars, writers, and artists who are experts in their respective fields. The 

university's state-of-the-art facilities, including libraries, research centers, and 

performance spaces, provide students with access to resources and opportunities 

for intellectual and artistic growth. Moreover, JKKNIU hosts a vibrant community 

of students, faculty, and visiting scholars who engage in interdisciplinary dialogue 

and creative exchange. 

 

 

C. Significance in Bangladesh's Cultural Landscape 

 

 

1. Cultural Heritage: JKKNIU occupies a prominent place in Bangladesh's 

cultural landscape as a hub of literary and artistic innovation. The university's 

commitment to preserving and promoting Bangladesh's rich cultural heritage is 

reflected in its curriculum, research activities, and community outreach programs. 

By nurturing the next generation of writers, scholars, and cultural ambassadors, 

JKKNIU contributes to the continuity and vitality of Bangladesh's cultural 

traditions. 

 

 

2. Intellectual Leadership: JKKNIU serves as a center of intellectual leadership 

and cultural influence, shaping the discourse on literature, arts, and culture in 

Bangladesh and beyond. Through conferences, seminars, and publications, the 

university facilitates dialogue and collaboration among scholars, writers, and artists 

from diverse backgrounds. JKKNIU's contributions to literary scholarship, creative 

writing, and cultural preservation have earned it recognition as a leading institution 

in the region 

 

 

This outline provides an overview of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University 

(JKKNIU), highlighting its history, mission, literary environment, programs, and 

significance in Bangladesh's cultural landscape. You can expand upon each 

subsection with specific details and examples to provide a comprehensive portrait 

of the university. 



Here's an outline for the methodology section: 

 

 

V. Methodology 

 

 

A. Research Design 

 

 

1. Qualitative Approach: This study employs a qualitative research design to 

explore the impact of cultural context on postmodern poetry by students at Jatiya 

Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). Qualitative research allows for an 

in-depth examination of the subjective experiences, perspectives, and 

interpretations of participants, offering insights into the complexities of cultural 

influences on poetic expression. 

 

 

2. Exploratory Study: The research design is exploratory in nature, aiming to 

uncover the nuances and intricacies of the relationship between cultural context 

and postmodern poetry. By adopting an exploratory approach, this study seeks to 

generate rich, descriptive data that illuminate the experiences and creative 

processes of student poets at JKKNIU. 

 

 

B. Data Collection Methods 

 

 

1. Poetry Analysis: The primary method of data collection involves the analysis of 

postmodern poetry produced by students at JKKNIU. Poetic texts will be examined 

for themes, styles, language choices, and cultural references, providing insights 

into how cultural context informs the creative output of student poets. 

 

 

2. Semi-Structured Interviews: In addition to poetry analysis, semi-structured 



interviews will be conducted with a sample of student poets at JKKNIU. These 

interviews will provide an opportunity to explore participants' perspectives on the 

influence of cultural context on their poetic practice. Questions will cover topics 

such as cultural identity, influences, creative process, and the role of cultural 

context in shaping poetic expression. 

 

 

3. Observations: Observations of literary events, workshops, and performances at 

JKKNIU will complement the data collected through poetry analysis and 

interviews. These observations will offer contextual information about the literary 

culture and creative milieu at the university, providing a deeper understanding of 

the cultural context in which student poets operate. 

 

 

C. Participant Selection Criteria 

 

 

1. Student Poets: Participants for the study will be selected from the student body 

of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) who actively engage in 

writing and performing postmodern poetry. The selection criteria include a 

demonstrated interest in poetry, participation in literary activities, and a willingness 

to share insights into their creative process. 

 

 

2. Diversity:Efforts will be made to ensure diversity among participants in terms of 

gender, age, academic discipline, and cultural background. This diversity will 

enrich the research findings by capturing a range of perspectives and experiences 

related to cultural context and poetic expression. 

 

 

 

This outline outlines the research design, data collection methods, and participant 

selection criteria for the study on the impact of cultural context on postmodern 

poetry by students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). You can 

expand upon each subsection with additional details and rationale to provide a 



comprehensive overview of the methodology. 

 

 

Here's an outline for the analysis of postmodern poetry by JKKNIU students: 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Analysis of Postmodern Poetry by JKKNIU Students 

 

 

A. Examination of Selected Poems 

 

 

1. Selection Process: A selection of postmodern poems produced by students at 

Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) will be analyzed in this study. 

The poems will be chosen based on their relevance to postmodern themes, styles, 

and techniques, as well as their representation of cultural influences. 

 

 

2. Close Reading: Each selected poem will undergo a close reading and textual 

analysis to identify key thematic elements, linguistic features, and stylistic choices. 

Attention will be paid to the use of fragmentation, intertextuality, metafiction, and 

other postmodern techniques employed by the student poets. 

 

 

B. Identification of Cultural Influences 

 

 

1. Cultural Themes:The analysis will focus on identifying cultural influences 

evident in the selected poems. This includes exploring themes related to identity, 

heritage, tradition, globalization, diaspora, and cultural hybridity. The poems will 

be examined for references to specific cultural symbols, myths, folklore, historical 

events, and social practices. 



2. Language and Translation: Cultural influences will also be evident in the 

language and linguistic choices of the poems. Poetic language may incorporate 

elements of vernacular speech, regional dialects, or multilingualism, reflecting the 

cultural diversity and linguistic landscape of Bangladesh. 

 

 

C. Comparison with Global Postmodern Trends 

 

 

1. Literary Context: The analysis will situate the postmodern poetry produced by 

JKKNIU students within the broader global context of postmodern literature. 

Comparisons will be drawn with postmodern trends and movements in poetry from 

other regions and cultural contexts, highlighting similarities, differences, and cross- 

cultural influences. 

 

 

2. Global Themes and Issues: The selected poems will be examined for their 

engagement with global themes and issues, such as globalization, technology, 

consumerism, environmentalism, and identity politics. By exploring how JKKNIU 

students address these universal concerns within their cultural framework, this 

analysis aims to illuminate the intersection of the local and the global in 

postmodern poetry. 

 

 

This outline provides a framework for the analysis of postmodern poetry by 

students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU), focusing on close 

reading, identification of cultural influences, and comparison with global 

postmodern trends. You can expand upon each subsection with specific examples 

and analytical insights to deepen the understanding of the selected poems and their 

cultural context. 

 

 

 

Here's an outline for the findings and discussion section: 



 

 

 

VII. Findings and Discussion 

 

 

A. Cultural Elements in JKKNIU Poetry 

 

 

1. Identification of Cultural References: The analysis reveals a rich tapestry of 

cultural elements present in the postmodern poetry produced by students at Jatiya 

Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). These cultural references include 

symbols, myths, folklore, historical events, social customs, and linguistic nuances 

drawn from Bangladeshi culture. 

 

 

2. Exploration of Cultural Identity: The poems explore themes of cultural 

identity and belonging, reflecting the experiences of students navigating the 

complexities of Bangladeshi society. Poetic language incorporates regional 

dialects, vernacular expressions, and multilingualism, highlighting the diverse 

linguistic landscape of Bangladesh. 

 

 

B. Impact of Bangladeshi Cultural Context 

 

 

1. Influence on Poetic Themes and Imagery: The Bangladeshi cultural context 

significantly influences the thematic concerns and imagery present in JKKNIU 

poetry. Poets engage with issues such as tradition, religion, colonialism, 

nationalism, gender roles, and socioeconomic disparities, reflecting the socio- 

political realities of Bangladesh. 

 

 

2. Negotiation of Globalization:The poems demonstrate a nuanced negotiation of 



globalization and its impact on Bangladeshi culture. Students grapple with 

questions of cultural authenticity, hybridity, and the tensions between local and 

global influences, offering unique perspectives on the complexities of 

contemporary society. 

 

 

C. Student Perspectives and Interpretations 

 

 

1. Creative Agency and Expression: Through their poetry, students assert their 

creative agency and voice, reclaiming and reimagining cultural narratives in their 

own terms. They navigate the interplay of tradition and modernity, innovation and 

continuity, asserting their identity as both inheritors and creators of Bangladeshi 

culture. 

 

 

2. Reflections on Cultural Identity: Interviews with student poets provide 

insights into their perspectives and interpretations of the role of cultural context in 

shaping their poetic expression. Students reflect on their cultural heritage, personal 

experiences, and social surroundings, revealing the dynamic interplay between 

individual identity and collective cultural memory. 

 

 

This outline provides a framework for presenting the findings and engaging in a 

discussion about the impact of cultural context on postmodern poetry by students 

at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). You can expand upon each 

subsection with specific examples, quotations from poems, and excerpts from 

interviews to support your analysis and interpretation of the findings. 

 

 

 

Here's an outline for the implications and recommendations section:- 

 

 

VIII. Implications and Recommendations 



A. Educational Significance 

 

 

1. Enhancing Cultural Awareness: The study underscores the educational 

significance of incorporating cultural context into literary education. By studying 

postmodern poetry produced by students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam 

University (JKKNIU), educators can foster a deeper understanding of the cultural 

complexities and nuances inherent in literary expression. 

 

 

2. Promoting Critical Thinking:Analysis of JKKNIU poetry encourages students 

to engage critically with cultural texts and to interrogate the role of cultural context 

in shaping literary meaning. By examining the ways in which cultural influences 

inform poetic themes, styles, and language choices, students develop their 

analytical skills and broaden their perspectives. 

B. Cultural Preservation and Innovation 

 

 

1. Preserving Cultural Heritage:The findings highlight the importance of cultural 

preservation in the face of globalization and rapid social change. Postmodern 

poetry produced by JKKNIU students serves as a vehicle for preserving and 

reinterpreting Bangladeshi cultural heritage, reclaiming traditional narratives and 

symbols in contemporary literary expression. 

 

 

2. Encouraging Cultural Innovation: The study also points to the potential for 

cultural innovation and creative experimentation within the realm of postmodern 

poetry. By embracing cultural hybridity, students at JKKNIU challenge traditional 

boundaries and conventions, forging new poetic forms and styles that reflect the 

dynamic nature of Bangladeshi culture. 

 

 

C. Suggestions for Further Research 



1. Exploring Interdisciplinary Connections:Future research could explore the 

intersections between postmodern poetry and other disciplines, such as 

anthropology, sociology, psychology, and media studies. By examining how 

cultural context influences artistic expression across different fields, scholars can 

gain a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities of cultural identity 

and representation. 

 

 

2. Comparative Studies: Comparative studies of postmodern poetry from 

different cultural contexts could provide insights into the universality and diversity 

of postmodern themes and techniques. By comparing JKKNIU poetry with works 

from other regions and linguistic traditions, researchers can identify 

commonalities, differences, and cross-cultural influences in postmodern literary 

production. 

 

 

3. Longitudinal Studies: Longitudinal studies tracking the development of student 

poets over time could offer valuable insights into the evolution of postmodern 

poetry within the context of Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). 

By examining how cultural influences shape poetic expression throughout the 

course of students' academic careers, researchers can trace patterns of continuity 

and change in literary trends. 

 

 

 

This outline provides a framework for discussing the implications of the study on 

postmodern poetry by students at JKKNIU, as well as recommendations for future 

research directions. You can expand upon each subsection with specific examples, 

suggestions, and considerations to guide further inquiry into the intersection of 

cultural context and literary expression. 



Here's an outline for the conclusion section: 

 

 

 

A. Recap of Key Findings 

 

 

IX. Conclusion 

 

 

 

1. Cultural Elements in JKKNIU Poetry:The analysis revealed a rich tapestry of 

cultural elements present in the postmodern poetry produced by students at Jatiya 

Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). 

 

 

2. Impact of Bangladeshi Cultural Context: Bangladeshi cultural context 

significantly influences the thematic concerns, imagery, and linguistic choices 

present in JKKNIU poetry. 

 

 

3. Student Perspectives and Interpretations: Interviews with student poets 

provided insights into their perspectives and interpretations of the role of cultural 

context in shaping their poetic expression. 

 

 

B. Reiteration of Thesis Statement 

 

 

This study set out to explore the impact of cultural context on postmodern poetry 

by students at Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU). Through a 

qualitative analysis of poems, interviews with student poets, and observations of 

literary events, the study aimed to shed light on the dynamic interplay between 

cultural context and poetic expression. 



C. Final Thoughts on the Impact of Cultural Context on Postmodern Poetry 

at JKKNIU 

 

 

The findings of this study underscore the profound influence of cultural context on 

postmodern poetry produced by students at JKKNIU. By engaging with themes of 

cultural identity, heritage, tradition, and globalization, student poets navigate the 

complexities of Bangladeshi society and contribute to ongoing conversations about 

the role of literature in shaping cultural discourse. 

 

 

Moving forward, it is essential to recognize the educational significance of 

incorporating cultural context into literary education, promoting critical thinking, 

and fostering a deeper understanding of cultural complexities. Moreover, efforts to 

preserve and innovate within Bangladeshi cultural heritage can enrich the literary 

landscape and contribute to the ongoing evolution of postmodern poetry at 

JKKNIU and beyond. 

 

 

In conclusion, this study highlights the importance of cultural context in shaping 

literary expression and underscores the significance of student voices in 

reimagining and redefining Bangladeshi cultural identity through postmodern 

poetry. 

 

 

This outline provides a structured approach to summarizing the key findings, 

reiterating the thesis statement, and offering final reflections on the impact of 

cultural context on postmodern poetry at JKKNIU. You can expand upon each 

subsection to provide a more detailed conclusion for your study. 
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